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ACTION EUR-25 
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OMB-01 DRC-01 /145W 

058414 
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FM USMISSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2561 

SECDEF WASHDC PRIORITY 

INFO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 

USNMR SHAPE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 5370 

E.O. 11652: GDS 12/31/79 
TAGS: MCAP, NATO, NL 

SUBJ: NATO SPECIALIZATION STUDY: STEERING GROUP MEETING NOV 8 

REF: A. USNATO 4177 

B. USNATO 5299 

C. USNATO 5326 

D. STATE 2191 19 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HILL FROM AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD 

1. THE US RESERVATION IN SUB-GROUP AND STEERING GROUP MEET- 
INGS ON QUESTION OF DUTCH PROCUREMENT OF LANCE HAS LEFT SEVERAL 
ALLIES WITH IMPRESSION THAT THE US GOVERNMENT BELIEVES NETHERLANDS 
CAN GET ALONG JUST AS WELL WITHOUT THIS CAPABILITY. BELGIUM 
IN PARTICULAR IS NOW SHOWING SIGNS OF RECONSIDERING THEIR DECI- 
SION TO PROCURE LANCE. MISSION FIRST LEARNED OF THIS THROUGH 
REPORTS OF LAND FORCES SUB-GROUP MEETINGS. LAST FRIDAY WE 
HEARD IT FROM AMBASSADOR DE STAERCKE (BELGIUM). 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. 1 AM CONCERNED THAT IF WE CONTINUE TO RESERVE ON THIS QUESTION 
AT TOMORROW'S STEERING GROUP MEETING (NOVEMBER 8), ALLIES WILL CON- 
CLUDE THAT THE US DOES NOT SERIOUSLY BELIEVE THAT NATO NEEDS 
LANCE. FROM THIS VANTAGE POINT, IT SEEMS TO BE IN THE BEST 
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INTERESTS OF THE US GOVERNMENT TO TAKE A POSITON FAVORING 
NETHERLANDS PROVISION OF LANCE. SINCE VREDELING HAS ALREADY 
DECIDED AGAINST PURCHASE, I BELIEVE WE SHOULD SUPPORT THE PRO- 
POSAL THAT THE NETHERLANDS NEGOTIATE AN ARRANGEMENT UNDER 
WHICH SOME OTHER COUNTRY WOULD PROVIDE LANCE FOR THE NETH- 
ERLANDS' CORPS IN EXCHANGE FOR SOME COMPENSATING ACTION BY 
THE NETHERLANDS. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE IF USNATO MAY LIFT U.S. RESERVATION AT TOMORROW'S 
STEERING GROUP MEETING AND GO ALONG WITH WHAT WE EXPECT 
WILL BE FAVORABLE ALLIED CONSENSUS. IF THERE ARE POLICY 
FACTORS AGAINST THIS APPROACH, PLEASE ADVISE. RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 02 APR 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 NOV 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973NATO05370 
Document Source: ADS 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 11652 GDS 12/31/79 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: NATO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 973/newtext/tl 9731 1 65/abqcedef. tel 

Line Count: 69 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: n/a 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A. USNAT0 4177 B. USNATO 5299 C. USNATO 5326 D. STATE 219119 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: garlanwa 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14-Aug-2001 by kellerpr>; APPROVED <28-Sep-2001 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NATO SPECIALIZATION STUDY: STEERING GROUP MEETING NOV 8 
TAGS: MCAP, NATO, NL 
To: STATE 

SECDEF INFO THE HAGUE 
USNMR SHAPE 
BRUSSELS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



